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him in the London clubs, even to what he is told quite un-
truthfully that King George says of him.

I was especially interested in the Emperor, at seeing de-
veloped in him, to a much greater degree, what I had
already seen traces of in some of the kings, that is, a kind
of curious dual consciousness of events, a dual way of
looking at them in relation to himself and his fellow sover-
eigns. Down at the bottom of his heart, he knew perfectly
well that he himself was not an absolute sovereign. He had
never had a chance to try. Taking into account the curious
combination of power, energy, egotism, and restless desire
to do, and to seem to do, things, which his character shows,
it is rather interesting to speculate on what he would have
done as a really absolute sovereign, a Eoman Emperor.
On the contrary whenever Germany made up its mind to go
in a given direction he could only stay at the head of affairs
by scampering to take the lead in going in that direction.
Down at bottom he realized this, and he also knew that even
this rather shorn power, but still a genuine power, which he
possessed was not shared by the great majority of his fel-
low sovereigns, and that they really had no marked influence
in shaping the action of their respective countries in spite
of their great social importance and prestige. But together
with this underlying consciousness of the real facts of the
situation went a curious make believe to himself that each
sovereign did represent his country in the sense that would
have been true two or three centuries ago. In speaking
of the late and the present kings of England, he would alter-
nately show both of these attitudes. He evidently had a
real affection and respect for King Edward, and also a very
active and jealous dislike for him; first one feeling and
then the other coming uppermost in his mind, and therefore
in his conversation. He complained bitterly that King Ed-
ward had always been intriguing against Germany, and
hated Germany. He spoke of King George, however, in
entirely different terms, saying: "He is a very nice boy.
He is a thorough Englishman and hates all foreigners; but
I do not mind that at all, as long as he does not hate Ger-